Lesson Plans

Lesson 2  and 3
Tuesday, September 11 and Wednesday, September 12
Cooperating Teacher: Mrs. Mary Ellen Fletcher

Student Teacher: Pamela Musat

Subject: Eighth grade US History I

Topic: American Democracy - Voting
Focus/Essential Question: What is voting and who can vote? Who was previously denied the right to vote, how, and how was that rectified?
	NJCCCS
	Objectives

	 6.2.8.C.6 – Research contemporary issues involving the constitutional rights of American citizens and other individuals residing in the United States, including voting rights, habeas corpus, rights of the accused and the Patriot Act. 

	 
The learner will demonstrate knowledge of American democracy by defining what it means to vote and who can vote based on the requirements set forth in the Constitution. 


	 6.2.8.B.3  - Describe the continuing struggle to bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of society with the liberties and equality to which all are entitled, as exemplified by individuals such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Paul Robeson, and Cesar Chavez  
	 The learner will demonstrate application of American Democracy  by acting as voters in different situations made to express the hardships people used to go through to exercise their right to vote. 



Materials: 
1. Textbook: A More Perfect Union, pages 596-597
2. Classroom notebook

3. Guided notes

4. Labeled strips of paper with “African American,” “woman,” “Native Americans.” 

5. Voting Boxes
Motivation: Tell the students to take out their notebooks and copy down the following definitions:  voting, suffrage, poll tax, grandfather clause, 14th amendment, 15th amendment, 19th amendment and 26th amendment
Instruction/Activities: 

1. Day 1 and 2 - Motivation Activity – 10 minutes
The students will copy down the list of vocabulary words listed above over the course of two days.  

Day 1 Vocabulary – Voting, Suffrage, 26th amendment

Day 2 Vocabulary – Poll Tax, Grandfather clause, 14th amendment, 15th amendment, 19th amendment
2. Day 1 - What is voting and who can do it? – 10 minutes
There will be a teacher led discussion using guided notes about voting and who can vote. The students will explain what it means to them to be able to vote and explain who they think has the right to vote.  
3. Day 1 - Who could not vote? – 15 minutes
There will be a teacher led discussion on who had to fight for the right to vote using guided notes. The following groups will be covered in this lesson; African Americans, Women and American Indians. 
4. Day 1 - Closing/Summary of Lesson – 5 minutes
The teacher will briefly summarize the process of voting and answer any questions the students may have. 
5. Day 2 – Voting Simulation – 30 minutes
The student will partake in an activity in which they experience voting by being assigned a specific designation (White Male, African American, Woman, American Indian). As the students complete their motivation activity, they will pick a piece of paper out of a hat, randomly, and whatever the paper says is the part they will play. As the students try to vote on an issue raised by the teacher, the teacher will accept some votes, deny others and give others tests to see if they are eligible to vote. Through out the process, amendments will be passed thereby letting more and more students vote on issues. 

6. Day 2 – Closing/Summary of Lesson – 10 minutes
There will be a student led discussion on how they felt playing their parts. The students will then be informed that while, for the most part, American citizens can vote without a problem, some people are threatened with physical violence to this day to prevent them from voting. 
Special Education Modifications: 

1. All students will be able to identify who has the right to vote.
2. Most students will be able to identify who has the right to vote and what it takes to be an eligible voter. 

3. Some students will be able to identify who has the right to vote and the struggles that certain groups went through to be able to obtain that right.  

Homework: Evaluative Thinking

Day1 – None
Day 2 – Complete the study guide for the quiz. 
Student Assessments:

Day 1 – Students will be assessed on the completion of their guided notes.
Day 2 – Students will be assessed on their participation in the simulation and their contribution to the discussion. 

Self-Assessment:

Day 1 – Were the students able to complete the guided notes with little to no difficulty?

Day 2 – Did the students understand the purpose of the simulation and take something out of it? 
All About Voting
1. At first, only ____________ men owning _________________ were allowed to vote. 

2. Today, _______________ over the age of ____ have the right to vote thanks to the  

_____ amendment. Previously, you had to be 21 to vote. 
3. Some groups had to fight _______________ of years to earn the right to vote. White 


______________, for example, became citizens _________ years before they earned the 

right to vote with the _______ amendment in the year ____________. African American 
women had to wait ________ years between the time when they became citizens and the 
time when they earned the _________________________________________________.  
Overall, women’s _______________ took the longest time to obtain. 

4. It was not easy for anyone who was not a white male to earn the right to vote. Although 

they had the right, ________________  __________________ men were often prevented 

from voting by the ___________  _____________ and the __________________  

_______________. This was not all. Physical _______________ and 

_________________ were also often used by the ________ to keep African Americans 

away from the polls.

5. American _____________ earned the right to vote in the year _______. Before that, the 
_____ amendment gave African American men the right of right of _____________. 
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	Quiz 1 – Study Guide

	ACROSS 

3. Women's fight for the right to vote
 6. Something that is owed to a person or government by law                                                               7. This amendment states that the right to vote shall not be denied on the basis of sex                                                              8. To be one of these, you need to be born in the US, naturalized in the US, or have parents born in the US                                                               9. This amendment gave all citizens the right to vote
10. A fee paid in order to exercise your right to vote
	DOWN 

1. This amendment lowered the voting age from 21 to 18                                                              2. If your grandfather could not vote, you cannot vote                                                               4. This amendment granted African Americans the right of citizenship                                                                  5. Moving from one country to another in order to become a citizen


Literacy Test – 

Egyptian National Anthem
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 Military Treatise

French National Anthem

[image: image3.png]Allons enfants de la Patrie,
Le jour de gloire est arrive |
Conire nous de la tyranie,
L'étendard sanglant est leve, (bis)
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes
Mugir ces féroces soldats 7

T viennent jusque dans vos bras
Egorger vos fils ¢t vos compages |

Refiain:
A armes, citoyens,
Formez vos bataillons,
Marchons, marchons |
Quun sang impur
Abreuve nos silons |

Que veut cette hords desclaves
De trates, de rois conjurés 7

Pour qui ces ignobles enfraves

Ces fers dés longtemps préparés ? (bis)
Frangais, pour nous, ah | quel outrage
Quels transports il doit exciter 7

Clest nous qu'on ose méditer

De rendre & lantique esclavage |

Refrain

Quoi ces cohortes étrangéres |
Feraient la loi dans nos foyers |

Quoi | ces phalanges mercenaires
Terrasseraient nos fls guerriers | (bis)
Grand Dieu | par des mains enchanées
Nos fronts sous Ie joug se ploieraient
De wils despotes deviendraient

Les malices des destinées




Name___________________________________	Period_______ Date_____________








