Lesson Plans

Lesson 2
Wednesday, September 26
Cooperating Teacher: Mrs. Mary Ellen Fletcher

Student Teacher: Pamela Musat

Subject: Eighth grade US History I

Topic: Geography – State Silhouette
Focus/Essential Question: How do the shapes of states influence their location in the United States?
	NJCCCS
	Objectives

	 6.6.8.A.3 – Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance.   
	 The learner will demonstrate knowledge of geography by naming states based on their spatial shape and clues about their thematic elements.


Materials: 
1. Classroom Atlas of the United States, Mapquest

2. Classroom notebook

3. State Flashcards
Motivation: The students will use their homework assignment from the night before to begin a class discussion on how the location of states influences history. 
Instruction/Activities: 

1. Motivation Activity – 10 minutes
The students will use their homework assignment from the night before to begin a class discussion on how the location of states influences history. 
2. State Silhouette game – 30 minutes
The students will be broken up into 4 teams. Each team will take a turn naming the state based on its silhouette. If one team does not get the answer, the next team will get a turn. If students cannot guess the state, they will be given clues based on location, physical features and lastly, state capital. 
3. Conclusion – 2 minutes
Prepare the students for the next day’s lesson on state capitals.  

Special Education Modifications: 

1. All students will be able to recognize local state shapes (NJ, NY, PA, DE etc)
2. Most students will be able to recognize local states as well as more popular states. 
3. Some students will be able to recognize a majority of the states regardless of their popularity and location. 
Homework: Evaluative Thinking
None
Student Assessments:
1. The students will be assessed on their ability to win points for their team. 
Self-Assessment:

1. Completion of the state silhouette game.
