Lesson Plans

Lesson 8
Monday, November 19
Cooperating Teacher: Mrs. Mary Ellen Fletcher

Student Teacher: Pamela Musat

Subject: Eighth grade US History I

Topic: Articles of Confederation and the Constitution –The Great Compromise
Focus/Essential Question: How did the Great Compromise save the convention?
	NJCCCS
	Objectives

	 6.4.8.E.5  - Discuss the political and philosophical origins of the United States Constitution and its implementation in the 1790s. 

  
	 The learner will demonstrate comprehension of the Constitution by identifying how the Great compromise saved the Constitutional convention from a stalemate. 



Materials: 
1. Textbook: A More Perfect Union, Chapter 4, Lesson 1, pgs 106-110
2. Classroom notebook

3. Graphic Organizer Worksheet

Motivation: Do Now
Instruction/Activities: 

1. Motivation Activity – 5 minutes
Do you know why the House of Representatives and Senate are set up the way they are?
2. Original purpose of the Convention – 10 minutes
The students will use their previous knowledge about the Articles of Confederation to brainstorm why the Americans would want to change the structure of the government. Additionally, they will also try to figure out what specifically about the Articles needed to be changed. This will be a teacher led discussion with guiding questions. 
3. The Great Compromise  – 20 minutes
Using pages 108 -110 on textbook, students will fill out a worksheet on the Great Compromise. 
4. Conclusion/Summary – 5 minutes

Teacher will go over the information that should be in the work sheet. 
Homework: Evaluative Thinking
None
Student Assessments:
1. Completion of graphic organizer
Self-Assessment:

1. Completion of chart. 
Name_______________________________________________     Pd._______      Date____________

Constitutional Convention – The Great/Connecticut Compromise

Chapter 4, lesson 1 – 108-110


Virginia Plan
Presenter: Edmond Randolph
Author: James Madison “father of the 

                                         Constitution”
Proposal: 

1. Wanted a supreme national government   

2. Wanted 3 branches of government with a system of checks and balances   

3. House of Representatives picked by the people of the state   

4. Senate selected by House of Representatives  

New Jersey Plan

Author: William Patterson
Proposal:

1.  Equal representation in all houses



The Great Compromise
Author: Henry Clay – “The Great Compromiser”
Proposal:

1. People of the state directly vote for the House of Representatives – number of representatives based on population of the state.
2. People of the state elect 2 senators from each state – equal representation for all states
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